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When your 
internet isn't 
working, your 
business isn't 
working. 

AOVERTISEMENT 

He's dying of cancer. Now, he's the 
first patient to go to trial to argue 
Roundup made him sick 
By Holly Yan, CNN 

Updated 6: 16 PM ET, Sun June 17, 2018 
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Monsanto says Roundup is safe and can't be linked to individual cancer cases. 

(CNN) - On bad days. Dewayne Johnson is too crippled to speak. Lesions often cover as much as 80% of his b<>dy. 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/17 /us/monsanto-roundup-dewayne-johnson-trial/index.html 6/19/2018 
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Docio111 have 8eid they didn't e:,cpecl him to live to see this day. But Mcnday matlls a mnestone: Johnson. 46, ,s the first of hundreds of cancer patients to see his case aga,ns1 
agmchenibtl llfanl Monaen1o go to trial. V lSvE(flllon • 
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Johnson. a former SCl1ool groundskeeper. regularly used Roundup and Claims 11 gave him cancer. 

CNN "'l)O<ted last year that more thao 800 patients were suing Monsanto. da1m,ng ,ts popular weed loller. Roundup. gave thorn cancer 

Since I hen. hundreds mo<c non-HOdgkln's ll'Tflphcma patients ha\/0 made slmitardaims. Johnson's ottomey. Timothy Ulzenburg, said. He now ropresents "more than 2.000 
non-Hodgk1n·s tymphoma ~ "'1lo use<! Rou""up extensively; he said. 

Johnson, e l'lllher of two in Ca!l!Ofma's Bay Area, applied Roundup weed killer 20 to JO limes per year whole WOll<i1g a:, e pest manager tor a county 5ChOOI system. hi• 
aHomey said. 

Receive Fareed Zakaria's Global Analysis 
including insights and must-reads of world news 

Ema11 address Activate Fareed's Briefing 

John,on's case is the first to go to llfat because. his doelors dalm in court filings, he Is ne.rt,g death. And in Califomia, dying plaintiffs can Clo granted e>l)edited lroals 

And there's a IOI riding on this case. wh•Ch could :Mlt a legal precedent for thousands of cases to follow. 

Report on Roundup ingredient in dispute 
TIie big questions 81 stake are whe!her Roundup can cause cancer and, If so. Whe1her Mon~to failed to wam consumers Gl>out lhe produec's c:ancc,- n$k. 

In Marcl1 2015, !lie Wcrld Health Organ,zat,on's lnle<naloooal Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) said the koy 
ingredient in Roundup. glyphosale. is "probably carcinogenic to humans." 

"For the he<t>idde glyphosate, there was limited evidence DI cercinogen,c.ty ,n humans for non-Hodgkin lymphoma; the 
report statos 

"The evidence in humans Is from studios cf exposuros. mostly agricultural, in the USA, Canada. and Sweden pubhshed 
since 2001 . In addition. lhore i9 convincing evidence lhet glyphosale also can cause cancer in laboratory animals .. 
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Related Art1cle Pat·ents Roundup gave us 

cancer as EPA 0Fhc1al helped comp.;ny 

But Monsan10 long has rnamta1ned tha1 Am,.ndL,p doe~ no1 cause c.anct"r. and lhat the IARC report 1s o~aUy 
outnumbered by sIud1es saying glyphosale ,s safe LI CS. E: t1i'Jcn ~ 

"'More than BOO sc1enhfic studies. the U.S. EPA IEnviron111en\al 
ProIec11on Agency), the NaI,onaI lnst1Mes of Health and regulators 
around lhe world have concluded !hat glyphosaie is safe for use and 
does not cause cancer." Scott Partridge, Monsanto's vice president 
of strategy. said 1n a staternent 

nWc have empalhy for anyone suffenng rmm cancer. but the scientific: evk1ence clearty 5lio-•,s thal glyptios.ale was not the 
cau~e. 'Ne look forward lo presenting this. evidence 10 the court," 

We have empathy for a11yone 
sufferi11g from cancer. but the 
scientific evidence clearly shows 
that glyphosate was not the 

cause." Monsanto spokeswoman Charla Lord said reoulatory aulhonties help ens.ure Roundup 1s safe 

.. The safety of eaci, labeled u~e or a pes11e1de fonnuration must be evaluated and .,pp roved by regulatory authonties before 
•I 1s. aulhonzed for sale:· she has said. 

Monsanto Vice President Scott 
Partridge 

The Nation~, Pe.shc1de Information Ccmn - a cooperat11Je between Oregon State Un1vers1ty and the EPA - said slud,es 
on cancer rates 1n humans "have provided cuntl1tl1ng resull~ on wI1emt'r ttie us~ of g!yµhos.ah:: cor11a 11mg p1oduct~ ,s. 
as.soc.,a,eo w11h cancer -

Many more cases to follow 
Johnson's case •· and hui1dneds of sim,lar cases against Mon:w:into -· hlMl been filed in .aoous state courts. L1tzenburg said Many other cases have been filea ,n federal 
mullIdIstnct li~gat1on. or MDL. 

Johnson had lesions on most of his body 

a c!oc:or said 

MDL 1s a procedure s1mitar to class-actJon. m that 11 consohdates p,e~tnal proceedings for the sake of efflc1e11c:y B,a 
un11ke a classTachon lawsUtl, each case w1thm an MDL gets its owra tnal -- with 11$ own outcome 

In other words. one MDL pla1nh!f might get a large settlement. while another pta,ntifl m,ght get nothing 

It's not clear when 1utu,e state or MDL tnals will begin One advantage ot f1lirag 111 ~tatc court -- as Johnson did •· instead 
of lh1ough MOL ,s th&I stale courts m,ght produce an outcome laster 

And in Johnson·s case. time ,s cntical. 

"Mr Johnson ,s angry ana Is the most :oalely-orienled person I know." h,s altomey said "Righi now, he ,s lhe bravest 
dude m Amenca VVhatever happens wilh the Ina! and his heallh. h,s sons get to know lhal." 

CNN"s Theresa Waldrop contnbuted ro this report 

--.::.. 

These Nintendo Sw,tch accessones are serious game-changers 

Wal mart shopper ao:used of making more than 1,000 fake returns 

.f:" Cooking for one? These compact kitchen gadgets will save you 

space 

2019 Pirelli calendar shot by photographer 
Albert Watson 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/17/us/monsanto-roundup-dewayne-johnson-trial/index.html 6/19/2018 




